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Geography report

China and Iceland

The internet. A place where information is shared, searched for and found by it's
users. It has drastically changed the way of living in our society, increasing the speed of our
lifestyle and information flow. Patiently waiting for a letter to arrive by a friend or searching for
a book in the library is something people rarely still do. Online chatting and search machines
have rapidly replaced these, among other ways of communication. However, how has the
internet affected certain countries and what does the future hold for them?

CHINA

September 20, 1987, was a revolutionary day for China, a day marked in history as the <
start of a new era. The internet era. It was when the first connection of China with the internet {»"
was established, between ICA Beijing and Karlsruhe University in Germany. In 2013, it was (J' -
recorded that 45.8% of the Chinese population uses the internet nowadays. Even though
96.5% Iceland’s population uses the internet for example, China still has grown to host the

largest base of net users in the world.

Number of Chinese Internet Users
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Chinese Internet User Age Distribution
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The graph above furthermore shows how the age is an important factor when analyzing
internet users. There is only a small difference in the gender that most uses the internet, with
a slightly higher percentage of males than females. However as you can see, over half of
internet users are under 30 years old, with the age group of 20-29 year old being the
dominant one. Very few people that are over 50 use the internet, comparing to the other age

groups. N"*7?
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By the end of 2009, the number of rural internet users in China had increased_26%, AES c‘?’q’ _
from the previous year. In urban areas, 45% of the people use the internet, while in rural ,,‘4"2’,<\°
areas only 15%. However these numbers keep increasing every year. The lack of internet " Qei" o
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users in rural areas is due to lack of infrastructure, knowledge about the internet and how 5 ;;‘?’ " A
expensive it is relative to the amount of income that people in the rural areas get. .3’“\ V@‘Y P

What China’s future internetwise holds for them is simple: more internet users. _ ,*Q) N
Especially from people in rural areas. However the number of users will still be differentiated ‘2";«%5’, 7
by gender, with more male users. Furthermore, the amount of internet usage through mobile J‘/

phones will also drastically increase.

ICELAND:

Iceland is one of the biggest internet pioneers of modern history, it quickly adapted to
the new technology and nowadays has one of the worlds highest levels subscriptions and
service providers per capita. The glorious foundation of Icelandic internet useage was set in
1986, when Iceland obtained a UUCP connection between a Marine Research institute in
Iceland to the EUnet headquarters located in Amsterdam. This not only did this push the
research of the European Unix Network further on, but also the development of internet usage
in iceland. After almost a decade of dedicated work, finally in 1994 the internet was opened to
the icelandic population to be freely used in their homes, and explore the depths of the new
media for the first time. Since September 2009 Iceland is equipped with a the submarine
communication fibre cable called DANICE, which enables the internet user enjoy a at least 16
Terabit/s fast design capacity connection. 1AWy & THYS Sy poTArT P
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Graph 1 IS : Internet users as percentage of population: World vs Iceland
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Graph 1 IS shows the number internet users as percentage of the words and icelandic
population. You can easily see that the worlds line is significantly more flat than the steep
icelandic line. Also one can observe that there is a steady growth shown in the worlds line,
whereas the icelandic line representing the explosive growth of internet users in a steep line,
that is close to vertical during the years 2000-2002. We concluded that the the worlds line
only grows at a slow steady tempo, due to less developed countries such as Eritrea or
Burundi dragging down the average, due to their low internet connectivity and consequently
low internet user rate.

For iceland it is very hard to compare different regions internet usage due to lacking
data. Iceland has a population of only 325,671 people living on a area of 103,001 km?,
therefore making their population density only 3.1/km?2. Generally one can definitely state that
the intensity of internet users is located in big cities with major international businesses such
as Reykjavik and the Capital area, Akureyri and Isafjérdur. Less inhibited areas will
predictably have a lower internet user rate such as Vik and Heimaey, which are little villages
mainly living off quiet tourism.

Currently Iceland is also the leading country in the OECD broadband use with 26.7%
per capita, which is a good example for the modern lifestyle of Icelanders. Icelandic children
are familiarised with the internet and general computer technology early, due to their usually
very modern school education. Also a fraction of Icelandic students are dependent on
distance education, due to the lack of school accessibility in their areas.

Graph 2 IS : Distance education
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é Figure 2. 3 otal number of students participatingin distributed learning (Source:Stati}i{s

Iceland, 2009).
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In this graph we can see the number of Students that have access distance education
increasing steadily since 2000. However you can sadly observe that less people chose to
continue their education after upper secondary school, than graduate from these, this is due



to children in the rural areas tending to start working directly after their upper secondary
school graduation.

Table 1 IS : Number of Students attending Universities

Table 1

TotalStudents at University Level in Iceland

Universities 2002 2004 2006 2008 2009
Total students 13,900 16,096 16,738 18,104 18,226
Day courses 11,807 13,089 14,536 14,514 14,592
Evening courses 456 437 196 157 369
Distance learning 1,936 2,751 2,438 3,340 4,047

In table 1 we can observe the steady growth of Icelandic distance education university
students from 2002 to 2009. In 2009 the percentage of distance learning university students
grew to 22.2%, which consequently forced the Icelandic government and educational
institutions to expand the opportunities and possibilities for these students.

Iceland’s internet future will be more concentrated on education and business which
will increase their internet user rate and help students in rural areas be able to major in their
chosen profession. Since Iceland has one of the best internet connectivity rates in the world,
one can generally say that Iceland can and will still improve, however they are already close
to perfect. ((
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4903776.stm (Current situation, 31.10.14)
http://www.irrodl.org/index.phpl/irrodl/article/view/871/1800 (Graph 2, Table 1+ Educational

facts 31.10.14)

CHINA SOURCES:
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