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 Q
uestion: 

O
ption A - Freshw

ater - Issues and conflicts

C
hina

A
sia

C
om

pleted 2015
A m

ulti-purpose dam
 in central C

hina and the w
orld’s largest 

dam
. C

ontroversial due to several negative im
pacts.

- C
hina is looking for renew

able sources of energy due to increased air pollution and high 
projected increases in energy dem

and.

- It creates em
ploym

ent and accelerates econom
ic grow

th and developm
ent through 

electricity supply.
- B

eneficial for flood control

Three G
orges D

am

Yangtze R
iver

- P
ollution problem

s rem
ain due to 

sew
age, industry and chem

icals 
released from

 the flooding of 
factories.
- Threat to w

ildlife: Increased river 
traffic and ecosystem

 changes

- H
igh cost to build ($27 billion)

- 10%
 of C

hina’s energy supply through H
E

P
- P

rotects 10 m
illion from

 flooding dow
nstream

- R
esettlem

ent of 1.3 m
illion people

- C
ost $27 billion

- R
esettled populations face 

problem
s finding adequate housing 

and em
ploym

ent as previous incom
e 

sources have been eradicated.
- Flood control benefits 10 m

illion

„D
am

s and reservoirs create as m
any problem

s as they solve.“ 
D

iscuss this statem
ent w

ith reference to m
ulti-purpose schem

es.
G

overnm
ental effort and extensive planing could im

plem
ent w

ater-
cleaning strategies or im

proved conditions for endangered species.


