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Case Study nam
e: 

Location:         
City/Region: 

Country: 

 

Continent: 

 

Section of specification: 

W
hat: 

Facts and Figures 

Causes/Theory: 

W
hen: 

 Political Effects: 
Econom

ic Effects: 

 

Environm
ental Effects: 

 

Social Effects: 

 

Solutions: 
Possible Exam

 Q
uestion: 

O
ption A - Freshw

ater - Issues and C
onflicts

N
ational C

onflict - C
alifornia

N
orth A

m
erica

D
rought event and w

ater conflict in the state C
alifornia (W

est 
C

oast U
S

A
).

- D
ependence on ice and snow

 for w
ater storage until spring, w

hen the subsequent 
runoff refills w

ater tables throughout the state
- P

ersistent high pressure above C
alifornia

C
onflict:

- A
gricultural industry (45$ billion revenue 2014). Include alm

onds and lettuce (w
ater 

intensive crops)
- U

rban areas (M
ost populated state in U

S
A w

ith 38 m
illion)

- 5 years of below
 average precipitation

- A
gricultural revenues at all-tim

e high
- R

esidents should cut 20%
 w

ater consum
ption

R
esidents are asked to conserve 

w
ater

U
S

A
C

alifornia

Increasingly since 2010 - C
ontinuous

- Farm
ers cannot irrigate crops 

and face losses and poverty
- Food prices increase

- O
verextraction of groundw

ater
- D

esertification due to 
overcultivation
- Increased num

ber of w
ildfires

G
overnm

ent pressure to reduce 
w

ater consum
ption

R
eduction in w

ater consum
ption and energy &

 efficiency advances


