
 1 

Powerful global Organization and groups 

 
The world map of power is complicated. It is not only the governments of individual 
states that influence the world economy and global interactions. Global organizations 
(including lending institutions) and global groups of nations play an important role too. 
The UN was the first post-war intergovernmental organization (IGO) to be established. 
The UN’s contribution to global development is vast. No other international 
organization has the same degree of influence over global interactions. Over time, its 
remit has grown to include human rights, the environment, health and economics. The 
General Assembly is made up of voting representatives for all 193-member states. 
Important UN achievements have included: • the Declaration of Human Rights and the 
International Court of Justice • the 1992 Conference on Environment and Development 
(the ‘Earth Summit’) • the Millennium Development Goals (2000) and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (2015). Alongside the UN, other important organizations and 
groups have a significant role in global governance, particularly in relation to matters 
of trade. Table 4.3 analyses and evaluates the work done by global lending institutions, 
while Table 4.4 shows several important and powerful global groups. Figure 4.9 shows 
the relationship between some of these groups and the wealth of their members. 
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